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HOXHA BLAMES SABOTAGE
FOR FATILURE OF PETROLEUM PLAN

In his speech before the Second Congress of the Albanian Workers' Party,
‘held in Tirana 10 April 1950, President Hoxha admitted that the 1949 economic
plen wds. not fulfilled, but he praised the USSR for its economic aid, such as
extending credit to Albania without interest and semding imports at very low
prices, He blemed the failure of the plan chiefly on sabotage of industrial
installations by the enemies of the current regime.

Hoxhe particularly scored fallure in industry and mining, the most im-
portant sector of the economy. In this sector he singled out the petroleum
industry, especially the petroleum fields of Patos , for special criticism.
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filled 91..2 percent in 1949, as compered with only 61.7 percent in Patos. He

blamed the Patos fields for lowering fulfillment of the over-all national

crude petroleum plan to T4.7 percent. The plan for petroleun alone was ful-

filled B83.7 percent, while the plan for liquid bitumen was met only 35. 6 per-

cent. . !

The President reported that the plan for bitumen production at Selenice
vas fulfilled 117.4 percent, or 122 percent of the 1948 figure and 174 percent
of the 1938 figure. The plan for coal and sheet iron wes fulfilled desplte
great difficulties, including lack of tramsport facilitles and high-grade tools.

Petroleum is the only branch of industry, according to Hoxhe, in which pro-
duction has not been rising consistently. This, he sald, indicates insufficient
mobilization and much enemy sabotage in the petroleum industry, especlally at
Patos, which was assigned the most important part of the"plan. Besides’ sabotage
by the Yugoslavs, which he claimed is still being felt, Hoxha. pointed to sabo- i
tage by the opposition group of Abedin Shehu, by Shygqzi ké11%zi who was former, by
director of the Petrcleum Combine, by Nasi Mariani who was formerly director
Patos, and by other enemy techniclans and administrators who worked there and
enjoyed the confidence and protection of those directors.
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Hoxha reported that the petroleum production plan as a whole and for Pa-
tos in particular was based on past production. Accurate estimates were not
possible, he said, as a complete geological study of the real petroleum re-
serves, especially at Patos, had not and still has not been made. However,
unrealistic planning cannot explain such a serious drop in production, he said.

Saboteurs like Shyqri K&11%zi and Abedin Shehu, he charged, tried to
blame the f£all in production on the shortage of materials and techniciams. It
is true, Hoxha continued, that there are not many qualified petroleum techni-
cians in Albania, but the industry had valuable assistance from Soviet engi-
neers. Materials caunot be said to have been abundant, complete, and modern,
but there were materials in Albania, many of them from the USSR. Hoxha stated
that when Shygri XK811¥2i was called before the Central Committee 6 months ago,
he admitted that the failure of the plen was not the result of lack of materi-
als, but was 95 percent due to subjective deficiencies, and he promised the Cen-
tral Committee that the plan would be realized. According to Hoxhe, Abedin
Shehu, Shyqri K€11%zi, and their associates deliberately sabotaged the plan, in-
troducing anti-Socialist methods of labor, end emasculating the directives is-
sued for better labor organization. They lowered the plan three times, end if
the government had not taken the measures it did, would have lowered the plan
5till more.

At Patos and Kucovd, according to Hoxha, available materials are not prop-
erly utilized. Drilling tubes and other materials are ordered even if they are
already on hand. Maintenance of the wells and tractors has not been regular,
and proper studies of the oil fields have not been made.

Hoxha pointed out that the plan for the first querter of 1950 would be ex-
ceeded in all sectors of the economy except the petroleum industry. Although
petroleum production has been increasing steadily because of technical and me-
terial assistence which is still coming from the USSR, last year's deficit can-
not be made up. There is hope, he said, of meking up the deficit of liquid
bitumen, for the production of which sheet metal has now been obtained. A new
Soviet method for extracting fuel oil from bitumen also is available tu the Al-
banian petroleum industry.

The President stated that substantiasl improvement already is in progress,
and quoted the following figures for production during the first quarter of
1950; petroleum 85 percent, pufified bitumen 103.5 percent, and coal 107.3 per-
cent.

Although the petroleum production plan for 1950 will be realized, according

to Hoxha, the Two-Year Plen camnnot be met in full because of the serious failure
of the 1949 plan. .
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